Plymouth County League of Sportsmen
@
Hanson Rod And Gun Club
November 21, 2018
At 7:03 pm we began our monthly business meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance
and a moment of silence for all our family and friends who have died and for
Service Men and Women in our Armed Forces that have died or have been injured
to protect our Country.

Opening Statement: President Johnson welcomed all in attendance at the Plymouth
County League of Sportsmen November meeting and thanked the Hanson Rod & Gun
Club for a wonderful meal. Hanson Rod & Gun club representative, Justin Jerome spoke
on behalf of the club welcoming all in attendance and thanked the PCLS for all they do
for the sportsmen and hoped that everyone enjoyed their meal. PCLS President Johnson
also thanked the kitchen crew for a wonderful meal and thanked Hanson Rod & Gun
Club for all the work that they do in support of sportsmen and sportswomen.
Roll Call: There were 26 delegates and 1 club guest representing 13 clubs and
organizations in attendance.
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Bonney gave a complete report on our finances. A
motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the report.

Bills to be paid: A motion was made Seconded and passed to transfer funds into the
robo call account.
Secretary's Report: The October meeting minutes were accepted as published by a
motion that was seconded and passed.
Communications: Andrew Merriam is participating in the Tuff Ruk run again. The run
is in support of fallen soldiers and is scheduled for April 15, 2019. Anyone who would
like a fallen soldier’s name placed on Andrew’s sash or who would like to make a
donation may contact him directly @ 508-272-5463. A motion was made, seconded and
passed to make a donation to Andrew from the PCLS. Delegate Bruce Westgate has
suffered a fall and has severe injuries. He is expected to be out of commission for 3-4
Months. A motion was made, seconded and passed to send Bruce a care package along
with our wishes for a speedy recovery.
Special Guest: There were no guests present at the October meeting.
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife Report: Delegate Ernie Foster gave a
brief report for Jason Zimmer. A reminder that ALL deer Harvested the first week of
shotgun season MUST be checked at a tagging station. The new dog regulations on
WMA’s go into effect January 11, 2019. Signs have been posted and EPO’s are ready for
the new regs. There is a proposal for changes to the Turkey regulations. See summary
attached to end of minutes report or view at PCLS website.

Seven Man Board Report: Ernie Foster attended the November 20, 2018 meeting and
reported Commissioner Amidon is requesting County Leagues to start preparing for
issues coming up in this legislative year. Visit the PCLS website to view minutes from
board meetings.
Legislative Report: No new bills filed at this time.

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance: The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday
November 27, 2018. Topics to be discussed will include the crossbow bill and Sunday
hunting. President Johnson has been communicating with Joe Afonso from Worcester
County League to get a start on issues for 2019.

Old Business: Work is continuing on PCLS Charter and annual filing proposal.
President Johnson clarified some structure positions and will forward Information to
Attorney George. Attorney George has found a charter filing and is continuing work on
behalf of PCLS. The bylaw committee is on hold until the status issue is resolved.
Proposal for 0 Marion Rd. Wareham, MA appears to have stalled.
New Business: There were discussions related to Rattle Snakes, the proposed Big Cod
event, and lands being purchased by the state for Sportsman’s use.
Good of the Order: PCLS Banquet is April 6, 2019. Mass Sportsmen Council Banquet
is April 13, 2019. Worcester County League Banquet is March 23, 2019.
Adjournment: The meeting came to an end at 7:56 pm. Our next meeting will be at
Holbrook Sportsmen Club 150 Quincy St Holbrook, Mass on December 19, 2018.
Comradery at 6:00 pm and agenda at 7:00 pm.
PCLS Secretary

Ed Birch
GRAND RAFFLE TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!!
May be picked up at monthly meetings or contact Jim Smith @ 508-888-6372

Wild Turkey Hunting Regulation Summary
At the request of the Fisheries and Wildlife Board, and in response to a request submitted by the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), we initiated a review of wild turkey hunting regulations with
the goal to evaluate potential changes to enhance turkey hunting opportunities.
Population Status
Wild turkey restoration began in 1972 with the introduction of wild trapped birds from New York State
into Berkshire County. Population expansion was immediate in nearly optimal habitat across western
Massachusetts. Subsequent trap and transplant facilitated the inevitable expansion of wild turkeys
across the state. Turkeys are now common to abundant in every jurisdiction within the state with the
exception of the island of Nantucket (and perhaps some of the Elizabeth Islands). Hunting began with a
limited spring season in 1980; regulations were progressively liberalized as the population and distribution of turkeys expanded. Recently turkey harvest has remained very high and stable; approximately
2500-3000 turkeys are harvested every year during the spring season. In addition, the ratio of adult
males to juveniles in the harvest is high (typically 2-3:1) indicating high poult recruitment and low juvenile (e.g., jake) harvest rates such that there is an abundance of adult turkeys on the landscape available for harvest each year. These factors indicate that turkeys are widespread across the landscape with
an age structure that can support additional adult male harvest during the spring and moderate either
sex harvest in the fall season.
Youth Day
Expand hunting hours to ½ hr before sunrise until 5 P.M. The youth day is only a single calendar
day each year and therefore, limited in terms the total amount of time a youth has to hunt. Expansion of
the hunting hours will greatly increase the total time available for hunting, and virtually no impact on
other constituents or biological issues (e.g., hen disturbance) due to the relatively low participation on
youth day (approximately 250-285 youths statewide).
Allow all permits issued to youths aged 12-14 to be utilized across the entire spring AND fall season. Youths aged 12-14 years old who successfully complete the mandatory training program are issued a free turkey hunting permit with 2 turkey tags. However, currently these tags can only be utilized
on youth day and the remainder of the regular spring season. Initially, when these permits were created it was deemed reasonable as those youths were specifically receiving training geared towards
spring turkey, and there was limited applicability for the fall season. However, youths demonstrate significant initiative to earn those permits, and as 12-14 year olds will always be hunting with a mentor
(while they are 12-14 years old). Consequently it is unnecessary to restrict them to the spring season
only.
Spring Season
Increase the daily bag limit to 2 per day. Currently turkey hunter interactions may negatively affect
many hunters across the state. To alleviate the high hunter effort experienced in the early portion of the
spring turkey season without intentionally reducing participation, increasing the bag limit has the potential to reduce hunter effort when some hunters are able to harvest a season limit in a more efficient
manner. This would remove hunters from field and reduce some hunter interactions. Tagging and reporting would remain similar to deer (2 unsealed in possession).
Fall Season

Expand fall season (ARCHERY ONLY) to overlap the exclusive archery deer season. In 2012, the
fall turkey season length was originally initiated in WMZ’s 10-12, and season length increased doubled
from 1 week to 2 weeks statewide. Since the changes in 2012, there has been a 300% increase in the
sale of “fall only” turkey permits (i.e., permits purchased after the completion of the spring season) and
a near identical increase in the proportion of turkeys harvested by archery equipment. The trend in archery harvest during the fall appears to be increasing. Since 2012, the number of turkeys harvested by
shotgun each year was not different than before the season was liberalized. Over half of hunters who
indicated they hunt fall turkey do so while archery deer hunting, thus suggesting that archery deer/turkey hunters are increasingly willing to harvest turkeys, further expansion of this season would be well
received by hunters.
Allow turkey permit buyers/hunters to participate during fall season (remove fall tag conditionality). Approximately 20% of successful spring turkey hunters harvest a season limit of 2 bearded
birds, and therefore can not participate during the fall season under current regulations (2 turkey annual
limit). This unnecessarily constrains the opportunity for avid turkey hunters who could also have interest in fall turkey hunting. Given the overall high population of turkeys, there is no reason to restrict additional fall harvest. This change would not go into effect until 2020.

